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Application/Control Number: 1 0/576,81 1 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1793 

Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as failing to 
set forth the subject matter which applicant(s) regard as their invention. 

All of the "A" in preamble needs to be amended to "The". So A dense mortar is 
alright for claim 1 but the dependent claims off claim 1 should read -The dense mortar- 
, not A dense mortar. 

The terms "ettringite binder comprising calcium sulphates and a calcium 
aluminates mineral compound" is vague. Does ettringite binder comprise both calcium 
sulfate and calcium aluminate or only one as the binder or mixtures thereof? This is not 
clear and seems indefinite in claim 1 . 

The terms "calcium sulphates" should be calcium sulfate or calcium sulphate 
(British Spelling). Either spelling is acceptable. Amend to singular form throughout 
claims. 

The term aluminates should be amended to aluminate which is singular 
throughout the claims. 

The parentheses around C + A should be removed in claim 1 . 

The whole term "(PCP)" is redundant and should be deleted in claim 1 and 
throughout the claims. 

The term "structuring organic resin" is vague. What does "structuring mean". 
Deletion of "structuring is advised" in claim 1 . 

The "(PCP)" listed twice in claim 3 should be deleted. 

The terms "preferably" is indefinite in claim 3 and any other claim it is used. 
Applicants may consider an additional dependent claim to resolve this problem. 
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The terms "(PCP)" is again improper and should be deleted. Abbreviations in 
claims are improper. 

The terms "chosen from among" in claim 5 should be amended to -selected from 
the group consisting of—. 

The terms "either neutralized or not neutralized" is vague in claim 5. Do 
applicants mean with respect to pH ass the components are acids? 

The terms "selected from among" should be amended to -selected from the 
group consisting of— in claim 6. "(EVA)" should be deleted. Abbreviations in claim 
improper. 

Delete "(PCP)" in claim 7 and "(EVA)". Again parentheses are indefinite and 
these abbreviations are neverthless redundant of the written out component. 

The terms "(PVA)" is improper and indefinite and should be deleted in claim 8. 

The terms "possibly altered" is indefinite. What do you mean possibly? Is the 
inclusion altered or not? If it is altered, please delete "possibly". If not altered, delete the 
entire expression in claim 8. 

The terms "(PCP)" and (PVA) need to be deleted as they are indefinite in claim 9. 

The terms "preferably" is indefinite in claim 10. Adding an additional dependent 
claim is advised. 

The terms "preferably" in claims 12 and 13 is indefinite and should be deleted. 
Claim 1 5 is indefinite. It is clear what binder is not part of claim 1 (not Portland 
cement or hydraulic lime). Then what is the binder if not one of these? 

Remove the parentheses around C + A to resolve indefinite issue in claim 16. 
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The terms "may contain" is indefinite in claim 17. If it contains one of these 
phases, then the "may" should be deleted. 

The terms "selected from among" should be amended to -selected from the 
group consisting of— in claim 18. The terms C12A7, C3A, and C4A3$ need to be re- 
written with proper subscripts. Further, what is with the $? Do applicants mean S with 
C4A3S? Please correct to subscripts in this claim, claims 19-21 , or anywhere else it 
occurs. 

The terms "preferably" listed twice is indefinite in claim 19. 
The terms "selected from among" should be -selected from the group consisting 
of— in claim 20. 

The terms "where x is an integer belonging to ]0;1] " does not make sense. Do 
applicants mean -where x is an integer from 0 to 1 — ? If so, please correct. 

Claim 22 states calcium aluminates. Change to aluminate. 

The terms "selected from among" should be amended to -selected from the 
group consisting of— in claim 23. 

The term "semi-hydrates", while acceptable, is not commonly used to indicate 
calcium sulfate hemihydrate. Please amend to — hemihydrate in claim 23 and 
throughout the specification. While semi-hydrate is permissible, it is not the most 
commonly used expression; calcium sulfate hemihydrate is the most common and 
means the same as calcium sulfate semihydrate. 
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The terms "complementary additives are indefinite in claims 24 and 25. The term 
"complementary" "Theological" additives are indefinite in claim 24. There is not a 
religious aspect to a cement additive. Please delete "Theological". 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul Marcantoni whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1373. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Paul Marcantoni/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1793 



